
 

 

March 2021 Swim Surf and Wellness Club Spotlight 

 

One of the pleasures of swimming in our pool during this time of Covid 
restrictions has been the opportunity to get to know swimmers I would have 
otherwise never met. This month the SSW Club spotlights Layne and Don Strelic, 
recreational swimmers that have been fun to meet. They are a couple that 
genuinely enjoys each other’s company and those of us who have been in their 
vicinity when they swim have enjoyed overhearing their playful banter. It feels 
like we have our own George Burns and Gracie Allen. Plus, Layne always plays 
some of our favorite music poolside while we exercise! Layne was our SSW 
secretary when she proposed a “spotlight” article featuring club members in our 
newsletter. Now it’s her turn to share the spotlight with her husband Don. Layne 
was born in Worcester, MA but has lived here in Southern California since age 2. 
Don was born in Toronto, Canada but he also has lived here since age 15. They 
were in high school when they met, not at school but at a Country Boy BBQ where 
they both worked. They would not have crossed paths in high school since Don 
was a hot rod loving “cowboy” and she was more studious, loving orchestra and 
band. She walked 2 1/2 miles to and from school every day carrying her cello and 
was a good enough musician to play with the San Diego Youth Symphony. 
Opposites attract and the rest is history. They married at 19 and have a son and 
daughter. Layne went on to attend Grossmont Junior College and Don became an 



apprentice plumber. Eventually he owned his own business specializing in the 
plumbing of new schools. Now that business is owned by his son who works with 
his son, a 3rd-generation family business. Layne has had a variety of jobs, her 
favorite being a “secret shopper” for California First Savings. She traveled all over 
the west coast evaluating employees’ treatment of their customers. Both Layne 
and Don, despite growing up here, did not learn to swim in childhood. Layne 
learned at age 25 when she realized she needed to be able to rescue her son as 
he explored in the water. She took classes through her community pool and 
became a Water Safety Instructor. Don never learned to swim and is just now 
learning to enjoy exercising in the pool. Thanks to Leesa’s aqua fitness classes, 
after just 4 sessions he was hooked! Layne now coaches him on “dolphins” and 
other exercises and they both eagerly await the return of Leesa’s classes. They 

retired at OHCC because they visited Layne’s uncle, Marty Gallott, a longtime 
resident of over 32 years, and liked the environment here. They look forward to 
continuing to enjoy retirement here at OHCC. 


